
Good News!!  ACC completed March 05, 
with no Class A mishaps.  The FY05 total 
remains at eight, with seven fatalities and 
one permanent total disability.  This is a 37 
percent reduction in fatal mishaps.  Are you 
preparing for the 101 Critical Days of Sum-
mer?  The season is fast approaching.  Use 
ORM/PRM in all you do!

Mishaps are on the rise for this fiscal year.  
Sheared umbilicals continue to be a hot 
item.  Not following tech data is still a prob-
lem.  You can’t follow tech data too closely.  
Continue to use ORM principles in your ev-
eryday explosives operations and never take 
a simple task too lightly.  In explosives safety, 
you only get one chance to fail! 

Four Class As for ACC in March ... OUCH!  An 
F-16 pilot ejected from a flameout approach 
after the throttle stuck.  An F-15C pilot eject-
ed after departing controlled flight and two 
Predators crashed.  I totally expected “Warn-
ing, Engine Fire, Left” as I got airborne after 
aborting the first takeoff on my last EP sim.  
From there, getting back on the ground went 
much more clumsily than I had chair flown.  
I dropped the checklist and got Spatial D try-
ing to retrieve it.  I explored all the limits on 
the single-engine ILS while fighting with the 
trim and “stepping on the ball.”  After landing 
I thought, “Not great, but I’m down.”  Then 
the sim instructor asked what was wrong 
with the “good” engine.  I instantly caught 
that the oil pressure was pegged and said so.  
“Very good,” then he added, “Unfortunately, 
it’s been that way all day.”  Check yourself 
before you wreck yourself.  Fly Safe!
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